The Next Big ldea:
Great Rivers
National Park
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AltonWorks Is

Transforming Historic
Downtown Alton
Into a Vibrant, Walkable,

and Innovative Place to
Live, Work, Eat, and Play




The Wedge




Let's Work Together
to Transform
Riverfront Park into a
Family-Friendly Outdoor
Recreation Destination
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Here’s
Riverfront Park
Today










Let’'s Use Innovative
Riverfront Development
Principles to Create a

Place People Love




1) Showcase the river’s history

2) Activate the riverfront but
preserve the view shed

3) Connect the
community
to the river

4) Engage with
the water




5) Connect seamlessly along the
riverfront and into downtown

6) Restore the environment

7) Use high-quality materials and
sustamable design
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AltonWorks
Proposes a
New Vision for
Riverfront Park







1 - Improve Cruise Ship Mooring Area & Amenities




1 - Food and Beverage Stands, Information Kiosks
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1 - Bike and EV Rentals, Signage, and Public Art
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2 - Make Updates to the Marina




2 - Better Restrooms, Restaurant with Great Views
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3 - Add Concrete Boardwalk Along the Riverfront




3 - Access to Water, Kayaks, Canoes, and Fishing




4 - Connect Riverfront & Downtown with Bike Trails




4 - Make Biking and Walking Safe, Easy, and Fun




5 - Activate the Great Lumber Site for Family Fun




5 - Basketball, Pickleball, Climbing, and Lots of Fun
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Recommended Site for Landside Argosy Casino




Riverfront Park

Next Steps:

City of Alton and the
Army Corps of Engineers
to Work Together

on a Master Plan




The Next Big ldea:
AltonWorks
Proposes

the Great Rivers
National Park






The Mississippi River is a Significant, National Icon

Major, historic transportation route, water source for millions, diverse wildlife habitat
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Surrounding Public Lands are Used in Many Ways

Crucial for agriculture with fertile soil, and outdoor recreation with rivers and forests
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Threats and Challenges

= Fragmentation: disrupts habitats, increases
pressure on budgets and land management

* Invasive species S

» Pollution i

= Poorly planned growth v s o o
and encroachment e

* Population growth: ==
second-largest = f
concentration in lllinois ==~ =
after Chicago sieat




Examples of Similar
National Parks

New River Gorge National Park,
West Virginia

Mississippi National River &
Recreation Area, Minnesota



New River Gorge National Park, West Virginia

70,000 acres along 53 miles of the New River from Bluestone Dam to Hawk’s Nest Lake
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Mississippi National River & Recreation Area

72-mile long park in Minneapolis, MN for fishing, boating, birdwatching, and canoeing
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Mississippi National River &
Recreation Area

7

Minnesota
Valley National
Wildlife Refuge

4 Coon Rapids Dam

Regional Park
Coon Rapids Dam o= Lil'e @)
Overlook
Coon Rapids Dam

Regional Park
(Three Rivers Park District)

Jal\‘.\‘\

O Riverview Heights Park

© Manomin Park

+—lslands of Peace Park

)

860

Anoka County
Riverfront

North Mississippi Regional Park

Regional Park O

PARTNERSHIP PARK - The National Park Service
works with local, state, and federal governments,
non-profits, businesses, educational institutions, and
individual people who own land along the river or who
have an interest in the Mississippi River to achieve
the National Park Service’s mission to protect and
preserve for future generations.

® - —— Marshall Terrace Park

<
Upstream limit of
9 foot navigation

channel —Gluek Park

Boom Island

Riverboat tours and pubtic boat dock

=

Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam
St. Anthony Falls
Observation Deck

Stone Arch Bridge
Overlook

& o St. Anthony Falls Heritage Trail
Lower St. Anthony Falls Lock

+/_and Dam

@i City Museum
Mill Ruins Park

«\850

Mississippi Gorge Regional Park ® Overlook

Lock and Dam #1

Observation Deck /| Hidden Falls- 7
Minnehaha Falls Crgsby Falim =~
i A egiona
MinnehahaRegional Park g \

Historic Fort Snelling
Minneapolis/St. Paul ®
International Airport

= -
Fort Snelling State Park S s

Historic Site

Minnesota Valley™
National Wildlife
Refuge Visitor Center

Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge

..//Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park

— Lilydale-Harriet\Island-

Minnesota History Center

mim Mississippi River Visitor Center
in the Science Museum of Minnesota

Mississippi National River and
Recreation Area Headquarters

Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary

Indian Mounds Park
Overlook

34045t. Paul Yacht Club

Public boat dock
Riverboat tours

—Battle/Creek
Regignal Park

Cherokee Regional Park

Vento View Overlook 5%

\ Saint Croix
National

// Scenic

Riverway

Twin City:
River Heights

I~
o Lion's Levee Park

. 337
Willie's Hidden Harbor

O|Riverside Park

—— Grey Cloud Dunes
Pine Bend Bluffs acaltelTrt;fllf\f:ad
Scientific and

Natural Area

820
« Overlook
King's Cove

>Spring LakeJ
Park
Reserve

Lock and Dam #2
Observation Deck

H

*Hastings

Parl Marine
River Flats Park
Levee
Park
Gores Pool
Wildlife
Management

Area




Great Rivers National
Park Would Preserve
and Protect the Iconic
Mississippi River and
its Confluences with
the Missouri and
lllinois Rivers




Within This Area There
are Thousands of

Acres Already Under
Federal, State, and

Local Jurisdictions -
All Public Lands




Bring Them Under the
National Park Service

Management -
Consistent Trails,
Interpretives, Amenities,
Marketing, Maintenance,
and Funding




Proposed Great Rivers National Park

135,000 acre, 144 mile designated recreation park corridor and beacon of sustainability
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' ILLINOIS
RIVER

PROPOSED 135,000 ACRE /

144 MILE LONG DESIGNATED
RECREATION PARK CORRIDOR

GREAT RIVERS
NATIONAL PARK

- The Meeting of the Great Rivers
Scenic Byway (IL)

Madison County Transit (MCT) Confluence

Bike Trail (IL) (19 miles)

Sam Vadalabene Great River Road
Bike Trail (IL) (20.6 miles)

==u Katy Trail State Park Bike Trail (MO) (240 miles)
=== St | ouis Riverfront Bike Trail (MO) (12 miles)

Boat Launch Marina © Park @ Ferry
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@ Weldon Spring Conservation Area (MO)
@ Howell Island Conservation Area (MO)
Big Muddy National Fish & Wildlife Refuge (USFWS - MO):
* Boone’s Crossing
* Howard Bend
* Bryan Island
+ Cora Island
Lewis & Clark Boat House and Museum (MO)
Lewis & Clark Monument (MO)
@@ Jean Baptiste du Sable Park (MO)
@ Saint Stanislaus Conservation Area (MO)
Marais Temps Clair Conservation Area (MO)
@ Pelican Island Natural Area (MO)
g Fort Belle Fontaine (MO)

Edward “Ted” and Pat Jones Confluence Point
State Park (MO)

@ Columbia Bottom Conservation Area (MO)

@ Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail (NPS)

@ Lewis & Clark Confluence Tower (IL)

@ Lewis & Clark State Historic Site - Camp DuBois (IL)
@ Maple Island Conservation Area (USACE - MO)

@ National Great Rivers Museum & Melvin Price Lock
and Dam (USACE/IL)

@ Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary (USACE/MO)

@ Great River NWR @ Dresser Island and West Alton
Pool 26 (USFWS)

¢® City of Alton - Riverfront Park (L)

¢ City of Alton - Piasa Park (IL)

@ John M. Olin Nature Preserve / Hoffman Gardens (IL)
@ Pere Marquette State Park (IL)

@ Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge (USFWS)

@ Great River National Wildlife Refuge (USFWS)

@ Cuivre Island Conservation Area (MO)

@ Sandy Island Conservation Area (MO)

@ BK Leach Memorial Conservation Area (MO)

@ Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge (MO)
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National Parks

Bring in Billions

of Dollars in Positive
Economic Development




Alton Would Become

the Hub and Gateway
for Great Rivers
National Park Bringing

Tremendous Economic
Benefits and New Jobs
to the Region




Great Rivers National Park Becomes the
“Third Coast,” Drawing Tourists and New Residents




“This National Park
designation would be
a great opportunity
for Madison County.”
Chairman Kurt Prenzler,
Madison County lllinois




“Some ideas are just a
‘'no brainer.’””
Mike Morrow, Mayor of Grafton




A Call to Action:
Designating a
National Park

Preserving National
Significance for Future
Generations




National Park Service
Process

Submit Formal Request
for a Reconnaissance

Survey to Assess
Park Potential




Criteria for National Parks

= National Significance
= Resource Evaluation
= Suitability

= Feasibility



National Significance: A) Outstanding example
of a particular type of resource




National Significance: B) Exceptional illustration
of our Nation’s natural and cultural themes

“Cahokia Mounds-

.
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National Significance: C) Superlative opportunities
for recreation or scientific study
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National Significance: D) High degree of integrity
as a true and accurate example of the resource




Resource Evaluatlon Natural Areas
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Resource Evaluatlon Cultural Areas

Elijah P. Lovejoy | _ | '- Lincoln- Dougla
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Resource Evaluatlon Cultural Areas

H‘-”‘&ﬁej Pt Jaay R O e v gLy W '




Suitability: Represents a unique theme or resource

s
Big Muddy Adventures -



Feasibility: All lands are public; establish a Trust

-

Big Muddy National Fish' and Wildlife Ref .
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Let’s Rally
Public Support
for Great Rivers
National Park!





